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A former SAGE radar station located outside of Hastings, Nebraska. The station became operational on January 1st, 1962, but was shut down in 
1968 due to budget cuts. All of the radar equipment has since been removed. It is currently private property with all of the facilities falling into 
a state of serious disrepair. (John Lanning) 

   The F-86Ls remained with the overall Natural Metal Finish, and carried most of the same 
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markings as the F-86Ds, however, the NEBR ANG on the rear fuselage was replaced by NEBR AIR 
GUARD markings painted in black under the cockpit. Later, the ANG markings were removed 
with standard USAF markings applied. The only Air National Guard markings carried were the 
round ANG emblem carried on the tail, with NEBR painted in black above the emblem. Some of 
the wing tanks still carried the 173rd's "flamming arrow" insignia. The wings carried standard 
USAF in black, with the national insignia carried on the opposite wing. 

Nebraska 
Air Guard pilots posing in front of F-86L-25-NA (upgraded from an F-86D) 51-5916 after converting over to the L version. Most Nebraska Air 
Guard markings from the Ds were retained, but NEBR ANG was supplanted by NEBR AIR GUARD painted in black under the cockpit. (Nebraska 
National Guard Museum via Capt Cody Cade) 
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F-86L 53-0586 of the 173rd FIS on display at Barnes Air National Guard Base in October 1963. As you can see, the aircraft markings had reverted 
to USAF standard markings with only the round ANG shield and NEBR in black painted on the tail denoting it as an ANG aircraft. The unit's 
"flamming arrow" insignia is applied to the wing tanks. The aircraft is in NMF with black nose and anti-glare panel. (Al Duncan) 

   On July 1st, 1960, the 173rd FIS was pulled from the 132nd Fighter Intercepter Group, and 
became the flying unit of the newly formed 155th Fighter Group, based in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
They also were re-branded the 173rd Fighter Squadron. even though they were no longer 
attached to the 132nd FIG, they still remained under Air Defence Command. 

 

From shooting rockets to photographing them..... 

the RF-84F and RF-4C years 

 

   The year 1964 brought major changes to both the 173rd and Lincoln AFB. In May, the 
173rd's mission was officaillay changed. Converting into the RF-84F Thunderflash, they became 
the 173rd Tactical Recconaisance Squadron, the 155th TFG became the 155th TRG and the unit 
was transferred to the Tactical Air Command. The unit would be the last unit in the USAF and 
Air National Guard to give up the Thunderflash when they converted into the RF-4C in 1972. 
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As the caption listed on the picture points out, RF-84F-10-RE 51-1929 sits on the ramp of Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland four months after 
converting from the F-86L into the Thunderflash.  The aircraft arrived in NMF and standard USAF markings with the buzz code still painted on 
the exhaust behind the national insignia, a practice that would end when the aircraft were re-painted in Southeast Asia Camoflauge. The round 
ANG insignia and NEBR in black markings are still retained on the tail. (Ron Picciani) 

   In December, 1954, Lincoln Air Force Base began B-47 Strategic Bomber operations with 
two bomb wings, the 98th and 307th, flying Strategic Air Command missions. At the zenith of 
the base's operations, about 90 B-47s and 30 to 40 KC-97 tankers operated from Lincoln, along 
with the 551st Strategic Missile Squadron. The 551st was in command of 12 Atlas missile silos 
stationed throughout southeastern Nebraska. As sleek as the B-47 was, it also had a high 
accident rate and the decision was taken to begin withdrawing the type from service without a 
replacement for the two bomb wings in Lincoln. In 1963, the 98th Air Refueling Squadron 
departed Lincoln with thier KC-97 tankers, the beginning of the drawdown from Lincoln. In 
November 1964, SAC announced that they will close the base in 1966. In March 1965, the 307th 
Strategic Bomb Wing was deactivated and in June of that year, the Atlas missiles were pulled 
from thier silos and the 551st SMS ceased operations. On December 7th 1965, the last three 
B-47s of the 98th left Lincoln, and the base was officially closed in June 1966. Lincoln Air Force 
Base was turned over to the City of Lincoln and the Nebraska National Guard. 
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A lineup of SAC B-47s at Lincoln Air Force Base. (Lincoln Air Force Base Legacy Project) 

 

   With the possibility of being Federalized and deployed to Vietnam, or anywhere else 
overseas, the 173rd began painting the RF-84F fleet in the new Southeast Asia (SEA) scheme 
consisting of FS34079 Dark Green, FS30219 Tan & FS 34102 Medium Green on the top and 
FS36622 Camoflauge Grey on the undersides. The national insignia was made smaller on the 
rear fuselage and wings and most markings were removed with the exception of USAF and 
serial number painted on the tail, NEBR painted above and a black stabilizer cap. The markings 
were painted in black, but in some cases, the serial number on the tail was painted in white. 
The round ANG emblem may have been painted on some of the aircraft, but most aircraft 
deleted them. 



26 | P a g e  
 

 

USAF Technical Order 1-1-4 covering the proper application for the SouthEast Asia scheme for the F-84F Thunderstreak and RF-84F 
Thunderflash. (USAF via Cybermodeler.com) 
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RF-84F-15-RE 51-11259 in the SEA camoflauge scheme. All markings have been toned down in black except for the serial number data under 
the windscreen and serial number on the tail, all painted in white. (Frank Klaassen via Thunderstreaks.com) 

 

A pair of 173rd TRS RF-84Fs, RF-84F-20-RE 52-7251 & RF-84F-10-RE 51-1935, in formation flight around 1971. (Lincoln Air Force Base Legacy 
Project) 
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   When operations with the Thunderstreak ended in 1972, most of the aircraft were flown 
directly to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base for immediate retirement to AMARC. A few, however, 
remained in the state as gate guards and displays. Locations in Nebraska for displayed RF-84Fs 
include outside of the 173rd ARS in Lincoln, David City Airport, Neligh town park and outside of 
the airport in York. 

 

RF-84F-10-RE 51-1929 on display at the town park on Neligh, Nebraska in 2008. The aircraft is painted in a non-standard hypothetical 
camoflauge and is mis-marked as 51-1259 (which is actually on display in front of the 173rd ARS in Lincoln). This aircraft was actually operated 
by the 173rd TRS, and is still on display as of June 2017. (John Lanning) 
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RF-84F-46-RE 53-7560 "on sticks" at the airport in David City, Nebraska. It appears that the aircraft was previously painted in SEA camoflauge, 
but it has been stripped to NMF. The aircraft was in pretty rough shape when photographed in August 1993, and is in much worse shape when 
seen by the author in 2014 with some of the panels missing from the airframe. (Glyn Ramsden) 

 


