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During the Vietnam Conflict, an Army Special Forces camp at A Shau came under 
heavy attack from North Vietnam military forces on March 9, 1966. The camp, 
located in a mountain valley some 40miles from Da Nang and just a few miles from 
the Laotian border, depended heavily on American air support to counter the 
assault of over 2,000 NVA regular troops.  
  

Thus, begins the story of Air Force  

Major Bernie Fisher... 
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During the siege, the North Vietnamese had turned the area into a combat pilot’s 

nightmare.  Surrounding the valley were at least twenty AAA artillery pieces and 

hundreds of automatic weapons.  One pilot described the valley as “flying inside 

Yankee Stadium with the people in the bleachers firing at you with machine guns.”  

On March 10, 1966, Major Bernie Fisher and his wingman, Captain Francisco (Paco) 

Vazquez, took off in their A-1E Skyraiders from Pleiku in South Vietnam’s central 

highlands.  They joined four other A-1Es orbiting above A Shau.  The target area 

was totally covered with low-hanging clouds.  Major Fisher, having flown into the 

valley under similar weather conditions the previous day knew it was imperative 

to find a way in and support the Special Forces defenders.  

 

 Finding a small break in the cloud cover Major Fisher led the flight of Skyraiders 

down towards the jungle floor.  The valley had earned the nickname “The Tube” 

because it was six miles long and barely a mile wide. With a ceiling of barely 800-

feet the flight of Skyraiders had little maneuvering room for their bombing and 

strafing runs in support the camp.  

After completing one successful pass Major Fisher led the A-1Es back down the 

valley for another strafing and bombing run.  During this run Major Dafford W. 

(Jump) Myers A-1E was hit with a burst of AAA fire.   

Immediately his Skyraider’s engine sputtered and quit and his cockpit filled with 

smoke.  Myers radioed he had been hit.  

Myers new his Skyraider was flying too low for a safe bailout so Myers decided to 

try a dead-stick landing on A Shau’s damaged airstrip.  
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Myers forward vision was blocked by smoke and flame so he depended on Bernie 

Fisher to talk him down.  Seeing that the crippled Skyraider was coming in to fast 

for the short 2,500-foot runway Fisher warned Myers to retract his land gear and 

belly-land the aircraft.  Myers’ Skyraider hit hard and skidded down the runway 

sliding to a halt and bursting into flames engulfing the aircraft in a ball of burning 

aviation fuel.  

Circling overhead Major Fisher 

watched as Myers sprinted from 

the burning wreckage and hid in 

the brush alongside of the runway.  

A rescue call was immediately sent 

out and Fisher was informed that 

a rescue chopper would arrive in 

the area in approximately twenty 

minutes.  It was during this time 

Fisher, his wingman and two other 

Skyraiders made repeated strafing 

runs to protect the downed pilot 

and the defenders in the camp.  

After ten minutes, Fisher was 

radioed that the rescue chopper was still about twenty minutes from their 

location.  With the airstrip now controlled by the NVA Fisher could see that Myers 

was in a desperate situation and it would be just a matter of time before the 

enemy troops discovered his location in the foliage adjacent to the runway and 

captured him.  

It was now Bernie Fisher made his decision. He would try and land his A-1E and 

pick-up his downed comrade. He proceeded to inform the airborne command post 

of his decision and recalls “They kind of discouraged it.  I knew it really wasn’t a 

wise; it wasn’t the smartest thing to do, but it was one of those situations you get 

into.  You don’t want to do it but you’ve got to because he’s one of the family, he 

is one of your people.  You know you have to get him out.”   
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Major Fisher landed his 

Skyraider under intense 

automatic weapons fire taxiing 

to the location where he had 

seen Myers waving.  When 

Myers didn’t appear right away 

Fisher set the Skyraider’s brakes 

and started to climb out on the 

right side of the A-1E.  It was then 

that he discovered Myers trying 

to crawl up on the Skyraider’s 

wing.  Myers couldn't climb up 

on the wing because of  

prop wash, so Fisher throttled back and grabbed “Jump” by the seat of his flight 

suit pulled him into the cockpit.  Myers later recalled he had moved from the 

position where Fisher had seen him and found himself almost 200 yards away from 

Fisher’s idling aircraft.  He stated, “I covered that distance as fast as my 46-year 

old legs could carry me.”  

Once securely back in the cockpit Major Fisher pushed the throttle to the firewall 

and deftly maneuvered around debris that covered the runway and lifted off as 

the NVA gunners concentrated their automatic weapons fire on the fleeing 

Skyraider.  After clearing the runway Fisher held the old beast on the deck until he 

had sufficient speed to pull up into the cloud cover and out of danger.  When 

Fisher landed his A-1E back at Pleiku, crews counted 19 bullet holes in the aircraft.  

One of the reasons the rescue was made possible was the constant strafing runs 

by the three remaining Skyraider pilots, Captain Lucas, Hague and Vazquez.  Even 

after expending their entire ordinance they continued to harass the NVA gunners 

with low level passes over their positions.  

It was later that afternoon 13 of the Special Forces survivors were evacuated from 

the camp by helicopter. One of the Special Forces operatives said the air attacks 
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helped take the pressure off their tenuous positions making the evacuation 

possible.  

As a member of the 1st Air Commando Squadron Major Fisher flew 200 combat 

sorties earning him a Silver Star, a Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal 

with six oak leaf clusters.  And, for his actions in rescuing Major Myers on March 

10, 1966 Major Bernie Fisher was awarded the America’s highest military honor 

the Congressional Medal of Honor.  Fisher was the first airman of the Vietnam War 

to be so honored. Major Fisher was awarded the Medal of Honor by President 

Lyndon B. Johnson on January 19, 1967.  

  

 

  


